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DAY 4: FAMILY DAY

Bringing children into the mix adds a host of potential problems, from differing views on how to discipline the
children, to arguing in front of the kids, to saving for college educations. You may also argue about whether or not
to have children at all and/or fertility issues that may arise. Then add in your parents and her parents... Alrighty
then. OHHHH the differences! With few exceptions, our inmediate families and our families of origin are not
optional relationships. We have to make them work, or they will work over our relationship.

Choose one of the following opportunities, or create your own idea to show your wife that: Our different views
on family are great opportunities for me to communicate unconditional love.
vV
Raising Children Opportunities

» At some point today, stop all the action in your home. Call your kids and wife into the same room.
Then tell your kids the top three reasons their mom is a great mom.

» If there is a difference in your parenting styles, try it her way. If she likes their rooms clean, if she
wants them watching less TV, if she would rather you be less strict, give her way a whirl.
Then tell her she was right, or at the very least that you have a better understanding of her “way.”

Her Family Opportunities
» Send your wife’s mom flowers, or just call to say, “Thank you for raising such an incredible woman.”
» Call your father-in-law. WHAT? Just talk about anything. The “Thank you for raising such an
incredible woman” thing might freak him out. (She’ll just be glad you called him.)
» Invite her mom and dad, sister, or brother over for dinner.

» Make a vow to yourself not to say anything negative about your wife’s family members. Make a
point to say something positive about them to her, especially if that isn’t common, or if there’s
typically tension with them.

» If you live close to your wife’s parents, do something “handy” around their house.

» Stop referring to your wife’s parents as in-laws. Try, “my wife’s parents,” or call them by their
grandparent names, or maybe even “Mom” and “Dad” (Yes—that could be potentially lame).

» Ask for a picture of your wife when she was a little girl. Keep it in a place where you will see it
often to remind yourself that you are married to the grown-up version of that little girl who always
wanted to grow up and marry a prince.

Whatever opportunity you choose, let your wife know what and why.
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DAY 5: DAY TRADER

It can be easy to fall in the trap of thinking that your day was at least to some degree more “ " than your
wife's. For that very reason, it's time you became a Day Trader. As much as possible, today is all about the two
of you trading days.

Choose one of the following opportunities, or create your own idea to show your wife that: The fact our days

are very different is a great opportunity for me to communicate unconditional love.

Day Trading Opportunities
» Trade cars. (Added bonus: Wash or have her car washed.)
» Do an hour of housework.

» If she normally cleans the bathroom, you do it instead.

» If she has a Lean Cuisine® for lunch, you have a Lean Cuisine® for lunch.

» If she runs errands during her workday, you run those errands for her.

» If her day involves talking to a customer service representative, then you take care of it.
» If she typically is responsible for dinner, then you be responsible for dinner.

» If she puts the kids to bed, you put the kids to bed.

» If she does things around the house before bed, then you do those things before bed.

» If she wants pillow talk, you want pillow talk.
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For the last 5 days, you have had the opportunity to make a world of difference in Your World of Difference.

You have had the chance to experiment with the fact that:
Differences are your greatest opportunity v
to communicate unconditional love. v

v

It's incredible when we stop to think how God used our differences to communicate unconditional

love to us. God tells us as husbands to love our wives like Jesus loves the church. Just like Jesus, we have
to be willing to die for her, to bravely rescue her, to be her prince, her protector, her hero. If she is going to
feel that her world is safe and protected, even though she is different than us, it will be because we

choose to make it so!
This Great Date is very simple, yet hopefully very meaningful.

» If you have kids, make sure you send them packing for the night.

» Before you leave for your Great Date, complete the letter below which you will read to your wife
on your Great Date.

» Go to a restaurant you both love, or cook a meal you both love. Over dinner, laugh, talk, and ask
questions about the last 5 days.

» Close the night by reading your letter to her.

We would love to hear your Great Date #4 story at GoMarriedLife.com or marriedlife@greatoakscc.org.
If your story is chosen as the winning entry, your next Great Date dinner is on MarriedLife!  J



It we had met for the first time ih a comic strip, the thought bubble sver my head
would ve said . from the

very start, | knew you were different than me becanse _____________________________
s | 9ot t6 know you, [ became even more interested
____________________________________ [ first knew

Al these things made me ask

because [ saw that you were
[ loved you when

yow £ spend the rest of your life with me. Now here we are, years ater, and [ think

we both know that we are very different in terms of

But we are also very similar in terms of
Bath our differences and similarities make us a unique couple. We have ecperienced things

that ns other couple will experience in the exact same way, Our daily ritual [ love the most

better at showing my love by

You deserve the best of me, because loving you has made me

No matter our differences, [ would never change

Al these things, good or bad, have made us the one and shly—us.

forever different, but forever tagether,




